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their seed in the alien world which has imposed itself upon theirs
so masterfully. When the Bab, who was the forerunner of the
prophet of Bahaism, was put to death by his Persian countrymen, and
when life in Persia was made almost impossible for the martyred
prophet's disciples, the Bab's successor Subh-i-Azal sought asylum
at Baghdad; after the eviction of the exiles from 'Iraq, Subh-i-
AzaFs supplanter Baha'u'llah eventually found a secure resting-
place at *AJkka on the Mediterranean coast of Syria; and from this
last well-sited base of operations the Bah a'is have launched their
propaganda into the Western World and have gathered Western
converts into their fold as far afield as Chicago. The same road
has been trodden by the Ahmadis, who have gained a footing in
Europe and America while they have been ignored in their native
Panjab and persecuted in their nearest mission-field in Afghan-
istan,1 We are reminded of the westward march of Christianity
and Manichaeism into the Hellenic World after Jesus had been
put to death at Jerusalem and Mani at Ctesiphon, while the re-
lation of Bahaism to Babism calls to mind the relation between
Pauline Christianity and the more nebulous pre-Pauline faith
that was grasped and shaped and clarified by the Apostle to the
Gentiles.
When we turn from the alien * higher religions* to the alien
philosophies that made simultaneous conquests in the Hellenic
World, we shall find a counterpart of the Babylonic pseudo-science
of Astrology in the Hindu pseudo-science of Theosophy, whose
exponents address themselves to a Western public of much the
same kind as the Hellenic public which once succumbed to the
Chaldaean mathematici: a public which has become too con-
ceitedly sophisticated to abide in its own ancestral traditions, but
which has not learnt either how to fill for itself the self-inflicted
spiritual void in its soul or how to appraise at their proper worth
or worthlessness the pretentious alien spiritual wares which are
dangled before its uncritical eyes by a swarm of skilful and not
always scrupulous salesmen.
We may also now perhaps venture to prophesy that our indigen-
ous modern Western Science will undergo in the course of time
a metamorphosis like that which has transformed the philosophy
of Siddhartha Gautama into the Mahayana2 and the philosophy of
Plato into the religion of Neoplatonisrn3 and the philosophy of the
* For the persecution of the Ahmadiyah in Afghanistan in A,I>. %9*4-5 sec Toyn-
bee, A. J.: A Survey of International Affairs* XQ25, vol. i (London 1937* Milford),
p. 568.
a See the present chapter, pp. 133-6, above, and V, C (i) (<*) 6 (S), p. 552*
below.
3 See IV. C (iii) (c) as (ot), vol. iv, pp. 271-3, above, and V. C (i) <W) 6 (6*)*
PP- 545-53* below.